
 

•Monday, Oct 26th, noon 

Book Club at Smokin’ T’s 

 

•Friday, Oct 30th, 7pm 

Ghost Walk 
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Trivially Speaking...Trivially Speaking...Trivially Speaking...Trivially Speaking...    

3rd Annual  
Ghost Walk 
When you think of Long Grove's his-
tory, do you think of happy farmers in 

a little country village, all working 
hard, practicing the "Golden Rule" 
and just, generally, leading a calm, 
peaceful, agreeable life together?  
Well, that's one way of thinking of Long Grove History.  
BUT, if you want to know some of the underlying truths, 

previously unrevealed rumors and realities and secret 
stories of the past, plan to attend the Ghost Walk on 
Friday, October 30th, downtown Long Grove.  
Reservations Required - space is limited. See our 
website—LongGroveHistory.org or  

Facebook/LGHist page for further information 
closer to the date.  There'll be spooks, kooks and fasci-
nating truths about the former residents of our town.  
(Ok, some of them, like the movies, are "based on the 
truth", but like the movies, they're entertaining.)  Noth-

ing too gory, many an unknown story, will be revealed 
at this 45 minute guided tour down memory lane to re-
call some of the lesser-known facts and fantasies about 
our town.  Donations of $5 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren 12 and under are requested.  Please join us for 

an evening of fun. 

Long Grove Historical Society’s Quarterly Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendars 

Ever wonder about the
 

origin of the term 

“easy mark?” It 

originates in late 

1800’s era carnivals 

where game operators 

with chalky hands 

would pat a looser on 

the back and wish 

them better luck next 

time. Other carnies 

would see the chalk 

“easy mark” and know 

they were dealing with
 

a gullible patron.  

The HISTORICAL BOOK CLUB is meeting at Smokin’ T’s 
restaurant in Long Grove at noon on Monday, 

October 26 to discuss the book The Kitchen 
Boy, by Robert Alexander. Of course we do get 

around to the book, but we enjoy each other's 
company and it is very social, pleasant time for 

all. The book the is tragic story of the final days 
of Nicholas and Alexandra Romanov as seen 
through the eyes of their young kitchen boy, 

Leonka. E-mail Gerri at gerridale@gmail.com or 
leave a message at 847-550-6292 if you’re 

interested in attending. 
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The Long Grove Historical Society is a 501C3 

non-profit organization whose purpose is to 
preserve and disseminate the history of the 

Long Grove area. Annual membership  is avail-

able for a donation of $30 (individual), $50 

(family), or $100 (sustaining). Members receive 

our quarterly newsletter as well as access to a 
variety of events held throughout the year. To 

become a member, send your donation to  

Margie Federer, LGHS Membership, 4423 

RFD, Long Grove, IL  60047, along with your 

name, address, telephone number, email. If you 

have any special interests, skills, or things 
you’d be interested in volunteering to help out 

with, be sure to let us know that as well.  

The Society was formed in March, 1974, to  accept the 

Drexler Tavern building as a gift. A joint project with 

the Village Board made possible the relocation of the 
tavern to a site behind the current Kildeer Country-

side School. Today we know the building not as 

Drexler Tavern, but simply as Village Hall. Two addi-
tional structures have also been relocated to this  

area—one of the area’s one room schoolhouses, Archer 
School, and a mid-1800’s barn, Ruth Barn. The school 

and the barn form the core of the program we run 

each year for our local schools, so that our children 
can experience first hand what life used to be like in 

Long Grove. Last, but not least, a mid-1800’s farm 

house was relocated to an area bordering the south-
west corner of the Stemple Parking lot.  “The Farm-

house”, as we refer to it,  houses our archives, a meet-
ing room, and several restored “period” rooms that we 

open occasionally for tours. In addition to maintain-

ing the above  properties and our educational pro-
grams, we actively acquire items of local historic in-

terest for our archives and conduct a variety of histor-
ical programs for current residents. We receive no tax 

dollars and exist solely from your contributions and 

our own fundraising efforts.  

Thank you for your support! 

Historical Society Pictures...Angie from last year’s ghost walk, 

Barbara and Aaron planning this year’s ghost walk, and an  old circa 

1915 postcard from our archives. 

AllAllAllAll    
AboutAboutAboutAbout    
Us...Us...Us...Us...    

2015/2016 Board 
Aaron Underwood, President 

TBD, Vice President 
Diane Trickey, Treasurer 

Myra Buettner, Recording Secretary 
Tina Mall, Curator 

Barbara English, Past President 

Laurie Borawski, Publicity 
Chris Campbell, Buildings & Maintenance 

Gerri Campbell, Membership 
Amy Gayton , Archer School Pgm                                                                                                               

Kathy Wiberg, Programs 

Marie Borg, Programs 
At large— 

Lee Bassett, Georgia Cawley, Margie Federer 
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Please complete the form below, cut along the dotted line, enclose a check made payable to Long Grove Historical Socie-

ty, and mail back to: 

     Long Grove Historical Society 

     C/O Gerri Campbell 

     3509 RFD 

     Long Grove, IL 60047 

 � $50 Family Membership   � $100 Sustaining Membership 

 � $500 Patron Membership   � $1000 Benefactor Membership 

 � $2500 Philanthropist Membership � $30 Individual Membership 

Name:       Email: 

Address:         Phone:  
  

                                                                                              Thank You For Your Support! 

It’s that time of year—time to join up 

again for another year of membership. 

The Long Grove Historical Society is a 
501C3 non-profit organization whose pur-

pose is to preserve and disseminate the history of the Long Grove area. If you have any 

special interests, skills, or talents, be sure to let us know that as well.  

Pay Your DuesPay Your DuesPay Your DuesPay Your Dues    

Why make the trip? 
Ever wonder why Long Grove’s early immigrants wanted to make the dangerous trek over the sea, 
leave their families, and settle in a strange place? Here’s one example from Charles Stempel, Long 

Grove’s original general store merchant, as told by his grand-daughter Gertrude Schaeffer in 1969: 

 
My grandfather (Charles Stempel) was the son of a wealthy Alsatian Profes-
sor at the University of Strasbourg. They had a guest house (hotel) just 
outside the city wall, Tour Verte, where people went on holiday to fish, 
boat, drink coffee in little houses, ride horses and dance. The place was 
run by servants and there was even a linen bleacherie and handwoven sheets. 

It was bombed in the second world war and is completely gone. Grandpa and 
his two brothers left Strasburg because they would not fight in Kaiser’s 
Army. Alsace and Lorraine were pawns between France and Germany for a hun-
dred years during the French Revolution. They could leave the country, buy 
a soldier or become priests—but they were not Catholic. They took funds 
and came to America on the same sailing vessel. Charles landed in Chicago 
and bought 160 acres from the Government at Long Grove, Illinois. When he 
established the country store at the crossroads there, Indians still came 
in to trade. He sold steamship tickets and that is why the Pfiefers, Sca-
heffers, Severs, Gosswillers, etc. all lived in the same community.  
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www.LongGroveHistory.org 

If you think politics today is a dirty  

business, you should have lived back in the 

day when political rivals settled their differences with duels. No less than 

Abraham Lincoln was challenged to a duel in 1842, following an insult his wife 

Mary delivered to the State Auditor. As dueling was illegal in Illinois, the two 

met in Bloody Island, Missouri. As the challenged, Lincoln got to choose the 

weapon, and he went with broadswords, given his height advantage of seven 

inches over Shields. After Lincoln demonstrated his advantage by lopping off a 

tree branch over Shields head, the two reached a truce and decided to go their 

separate ways. Years later, 

Shields would be commended 

for his service as a Civil War 

general. Later in life, as Presi-

dent, if Lincoln were ever asked 

about the duel, he would reply, 

“I do not deny it, but if you  

desire my friendship, you will 

never mention it again.” 

DUELING LINCOLN 


